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FEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

SUBJECT ;. Bstimmtez Comcerning Chinese Communist Resetions
%3 the Iatroduction of Lindted Bumbers of US
Loptat Forees Into laos

ATTACHVENRT: Excerpts from Hecent Estimntes

1. In our estisates we have taken the positions that,

I respsmse to the astated U3 esetion:

. The Commuanist response to such U3 action would
probably not be an immadiete azd viclent Communist
wiilitery aounteyasction, Bather, the Bloc would
probably lawmich = sajor political sand propagends
cempeign coupled with ihreats of retaliatory military
seiion to "protect’ the lactians. They would probebly
deiny any overt iantervention until they hed ssseszed
the reaction in lacas and the world at larwe. The
fzthet 1lap Toreea, stiffened by covert Viet Minh forcee,

vould probebly step up thelr caspaign, seeking to take
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sver those wmajor touns aot oocupled by UE forees,

i, on the other hand, the US astion d4ld mppear to
shesdy the Fowal laotisn government and imnrove the
cerfomancs of its sy, vhe Commnists smight then

f#zcide to iatrodurs Viet HMinh wnits apenly into laos.

b. In this situstion. the Horth Vietaamese would
provebly earry the main burden of Bloe wmilitary metion
in lmos, with the Chinese Commmiats participating on
# vaSor seale oaly spould this beecome necessary to

protect the Communist steake in jaos.

o. Upmmmist Chine and the USSE appesr to be in
geaeral scnord o policy in beos, with Moscow clearly
tne principel arehitect of that course. Howsver,
Dommunist Chiog's interssts in isos sre the greater,
el Sino-Soviet streing over Bloe polliey there wmight

aoeyy 1T U2 acticn tareatensd the Eloe positiom in lsos,
Je  kp helleve thess udgrments Lo be s8ill valid.

is The omly zoordinated estimate which bears in part
o3 the guesition of Chinese Timennist reactions to the atated

i meve 1s SBIE S0-611 Propebie Coomeuniet Reactions to
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Tertain U3 Courses of Action with Respeet to Imos,” dated
21 Pebruary 196l. As discussed in the attachment, O/NE
han since prepared fomy memacrends for the DI which bLear

o5 the probiem.

FOR THE BOARD OF HATIOHAL ROTIMATES:
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